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MARRIAGE RATE .
Therewer_elS?O marriz_agesi nLancaster Countyin Marriagesby Month
1998. Thistrandatesintoarateof 7.9 per 1000 L ancaster County, 1998
population. TheNebraskaratewas7.6 per 1000
in 1998. The marriage rates for Nebraska and Marth Frequen Percent
L ancaster County haveremainedrelatively stable ‘I]:g‘fa{y 326 ‘3&
forthepastfiveyears(Figure19). March P 49
April 119 64
Themostcommonmonthsof marriagewereAugust, May 248 133
May, and Junerespectively (Table28). June 21 11.8
& unerespectively ( ) July 187 100
August 251 134
September 203 109
AG E A N D RACE October 172 92
IN1998, 1709(91.4%) groomsand 1749(93.5%) November 14 6.1
brideswere White. Theremaining 158 grooms December 15 6.7
and118brideswereof other races. Threegrooms TOTAL 1870 100.0
andthreebridesdidnotreportrace(Table29). In

1998, themean (average) agefor Lancaster County

Figure 19: Marriage Rate
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1991 to 1998
Marriage Rate Per 1000 Population
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groomswas31.2years. Themeanagefor brides
was29.0years.

The mean marriage age of White males and
femaleswas31.2and 29.1years, respectively.
Themeanagefor Black malesandfemaleswas
31.4 and 30.2 years, respectively. The mean
marriage age for American Indian males and
femaleswas34.0and 35.7, respectively. The
meanmarriageagewas30.4for Asanmalesand
27.3for Asianfemales.

EDUCATION

Groomsandbrideshadameaneducationof 14.2
yearsor two years of education beyond high

TABLE 29.
Marriage by Sex and Race
Lancaster County, 1998
Males % Females %
White 1 914 1749 935
Black & 45 44 24
Am. Indian 8 04 7 04
Adian &4 34 66 35
Other/Unk 4 02 4 02
TOTAL 1870 100.0 1870 100.0
TABLE30.
Marriage/DivorceRatio
Raceof Male
Lancaster County, 1998
Number of
Marriages/Divor ces Ratio
White 1709/945 181
Black 85/55 151
Amindian 8/2 4011
Asian 64/10 6.4/1
Other 417 0.2/1
TOTAL 1870/1029 1.8/1

school. Themost frequent educationd level was
equivaenttoahighschool education (12years).

DIVORCE RATE

The 1998 marriage/divorceratio in Lancaster
County was 1.8/1 (Table 30), indicating that
therewerel.8timesasmany marriagesasdivorces.

Therewere1029divorcesinLancaster Countyin
1998. Thisrepresents arate of 4.4 per 1,000
population, aratesmilar tothoseof theprevious
decade (Figure 20). The 1998 divorceratefor
Nebraskawas 3.6 per 1000 population.

Among males divorced in 1998, 67.2% were
divorcedforthefirsttime, whileamongfemales,
65.2% weredivorcedfor thefirsttime.

AGE AND RACE

The average age of divorced males was 38.8
yearsand theaverage age of divorced females
was 36.4 years. The median age of divorced
mal eswas 38.0 years, whilethe median age of
divorcedfemaeswas36.0years. Theaverage
ageof firsttimedivorcedmalesandfemaleswas
36.1and 34.0years, respectively.

Of the divorces where race was reported in
1998, 93.4% of divorcesinvolved Whitemales
and 95.5% of divorcesinvolved Whitefemales.
Marriage/divorceratiosrangedfrom1.5for Black
malesto6.4for Aslanmales(Table30).

SETTLEMENT

In 1998, divorce settlements ranged from no
settlementtoalimony, childsupport, property, or
acombination of settlements. Table32liststhe
types and frequencies of divorce settlements.
Divorces most commonly involved property
settlement only (39.3%) or property settlement
andchildsupport (34.3%).
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CHILDREN OF
DIVORCE &
CUSTODY
ARRANGEMENTS

Of the1029divorcesin 1998, 545 (53.0%)
occurredinhouseholdswith childrenunder
theageof 18. Thesedivorcesinvolved 976
children(0.9childrenper divorce).

Of the 545 divorce settlementsinvolving
childrenduring 1998, thedivorcedwoman
was awarded exclusive custody of al or

TABLE3L

Malesand Females
Lancaster County, 1998

Number of TimesMarried At TimeOf Divorce

Times

Married Males Percent Females Percent
1 692 67.2 671 65.2
2 237 230 229 23
3 63 6.1 & 80
4 7 07 1 14
5 3 03 7 0.7
6or More 0 00 2 02
Not

Classifiable 27 26 24 23
TOTAL 1029 100.0 1029 100.0

Divorce Rate Per 1000 Population

Figure 20: Divorce Rate
Lancaster County and Nebraska

1991 to 1998
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somechildrenin424(77.9%) of thecases.
Divorced menwereawardedexclusivecustody of someor al childrenin’55(10.1%) of thesedivorces.

IN63(11.6%) of divorces, joint custody wasawarded for someof all of thechildren. 1n3(0.6%) of
divorces, someor al childrenwereawardedto aparty other than thedivorced man or woman.

TABLE32.
Typesof Settlements
Lancaster County, 1998
Freguen Percentage
None 2] 96
Alimony Only 1 01
Child Support Only % 53
Property Settlement Only 04 3093
Alimony and Child Support 5 05
Alimony and Property Settlement % 53
Child Support and Property Settlement 33 A3
Alimony, Child Support, & Property 57 55
TOTAL 1029 100.0
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